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EDITOR'S NOTE
Masayoshi Kataoka

The second installment of Mr. Suzuki's book, Tafent
Education for Young Chifdnren, translated in this issue,
is titled "Conditions for the Growth of Ability." It ex-
plains the five mottoes of talent education: l. the earlier
period; 2. the better environment; 3. the better teaching
method; 4. the more training; 5. the superior instructor.
Rather than leaving children alone, he insists, we must
help their ability sprout while they are small, for it can
be fostered in whatever way precisely depending on the
conditions.

In his lecture on "Fostering Ability,” from the Japa-
nese Tafent Education, Mr. Suzuki lucidly explains the
Suzuki philosophy, and relates the moving response which
he received after addressing the United Nations in New
York.

As this issue goes to press we anticipate the annual
visit of the Suzuki Tour Children from Japan. Dr. Ma-
saaki Honda's article, "On the Seventeenth Overseas
Tour," describes the 1981 tour. We would like to dedi-
cate this issue to the success of the 1982 tour and to
Mr. and Mrs. Suzuki's visit to the U. S.

Masaru Ibuka, former chairman of the Sony Corpora-
tion and director of the Talent Education Institute, is
now working enthusiastically for young children's edu-
cation. In this issue, we are pleased to include the
transcript of his radio interview on "Early Education
and L."

Haruko Kataoka's "Elementary Instruction by the
Suzuki Method" will be of interest not only to piano
instructors but to every Suzuki instructor and parent.

Madam Kataoka is one of the founders of the Suzuki

piano school. This discussion will continue in subsequent
issues.

The moving article, "Walking with the Suzuki Method,"
by Tomoko Numata, lecturer in the Piano Study Group,
is a record of a mother who was inspired by the Suzuki
method to foster her handicapped son beautifully.
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FOSTERING ABILITY

From Nagano Lectures to
Businessmen and Parents

Shin'ichi Suzuki

A National Policy for Nurturing Children

I do not like being formal; I always wish to be
natural. Hence I make friends immediately no mat-
ter whom I meet, and lead a life rich in friendships.
This way of living, I think, has been truly good.

When 1 met the late Prime Minister Ikeda, I spoke
with him as though he were a friend. "You have
gradually improved Japan's economy, for which we
should be thankful. But that is merely a store
manager's job; as a prime minister you should plan
ahead for the next hundred years for the state," I
told him, and discussed the importance of a national
policy for nurturing children. Unfortunately he is
gone Nnow.

When I went to the States, Ambassador Matsui
reserved some time for me to lecture at the United
Nations. About 800 people from different countries
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gathered. 1 think Hitomi Kasuya whom I have brought
here today was among the children who performed the
violin on that occasion preceding my talk on national
child raising policies.

My national policy for child raising is this: just as
policemen .walk around their beat, we should create
state-trained child raising consultants who visit new
mothers when babies are born. They are to watch the
growth of the children during their early childhood
until they enter school. If the children seem to suffer
because the families have no money, the state should
protect them with subsidies. If the family environment
is poor, the consultant has the authority to improve it.

In this way children would receive fine upbringing

. during early childhood, which is the most mportant
period. If parents and the state leave them alone and
then try to have the damaged seedlings nurtured at
school, it is too late for them to bloom into fine flow-
ers, isn't it?

At the United Nations I said that no matter what
families they are born into, or what abject environment
they are brought up in, babies born in your countries
ultimately become citizens of your countries. "You
have," I said, "a common responsibility to protect your
children. Let me ask countries all over the world to
initiate a child raising policy."

I talked about twenty minutes. Since I am of course
no good at English, someone from the Consulate trans-
lated what I said.

When my talk was over, everyone stood up, and what
a commotion there was. I returned to the stage and
bowed many times answering their applause, but since
they wouldn't sit down, in the end I joined my hands
in the form of worship. Then I saw people in the front
row in tears; receiving a strong shock, I was also over-

whelmed.

"Please, let me ask you to protect your babies. It
is for the sake of the happiness of children the world
over.," This was all I added. -

After this many people came to see me in the wait-
ing room. Among them was a person over six feet,
tall enough for me to look up at. I don't know which
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country he was from. He gave me a powerful hand-
shake saying with-a serious expression, "You will
change the world."

When 1 said to him in my poor English, "You, too,
will change the world. Every adult has the responsi-
bility," he burst out crying, hugged me tight and re-
mained in tears for a while.

I said the same words to Prime Minister Ikeda and
to Minister of Education Aichi when I met them. The
Children's Charter says "Every child is protected,"
but what does it mean by "protected"? Aren't children
damaged? Aren't juvenile reformatories full? Once
we decide to protect all children, should we not seri-
ously ponder and try to prepare the foundation for
doing so? This is what I said.

When I visited Mr. Aichi, Masaichi Nagata, direc-
tor of the Daiei Movie Company who shared my views,
accompanied me to blow the horn together. A fine
person, Mr. Aichi agreed with us very much, and right
away summoned Masutoku Hiratsuka, director of the
National Education Center. Since then the Center
has formed a research committee on talent education
which studies the method by which every child grows.

Foatening Fine Seedfings

In brief, if we damage the precious seedlings during
early childhood, which is the basis of everything, and
only try to educate them from elementary school to
college using today's conventional teaching methods,
the result can only be modest. I imagine your compa-
nies employ college graduates. How many of them
prove useful right away? Few, I think.

College graduates should have personality, high
ability, and practical knowledge worthy of their educa-
tion. We must question the fact that they lack these
qualities.

In any case, I have a dream that an era will come
when all children will be fostered as fine human beings.
I feel fortunate that I have support from such repre-
sentative people as Masaru Ibuka of Sony, Seiji Kaya,
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former president of Tokyo University, Masutoku Hira-
tsuka mentioned above, and Yoshichika Tokugawa.

Fostening Ability

I have written on various occasions concerning talent
education, so I won't detail what you can understand
by reading my books. In a word, my theory is that
human ability is not inborn. Every human being can
demonstrate his ability in any way depending upon how
he is brought up. Of course repeated proper training
is required for that to happen.

Every year I write "Where love is deep, much can be
accomplished" on 1,500 rice paper strips for children. -
It is a big job to write this 1,500 times, but I consider
it calligraphy practice. While I enjoy trying to improve
my hand with each paper, 1 reach the 1,500th before
1 know it. It takes me two or three months, however,
since 1 give lessons and lectures, and attend meetings
as usual. Further, there are the tapes sent to me from
nearly a thousand graduating students every year. I
listen to each tape, praise the student for his hard work,
record my suggestions about how to improve some sec-
tions, then send back the tape. One tape takes about
walf an hour. When I do this, twenty-four hours a day
are hardly sufficient. 1 was getting up at five in the
morning last year and the year before as I always had,
but during the tape-listening days this year I am getting
up at three. Five hours of sleep is plenty. I have come
to acquire the ability to sleep deeply.

This means that I have trained myself by a way of
thinking. Another thing is that a paradoxical effect
has resulted: I have become even healthier. Just as
the body becomes fragile when lacking in exercise, con-
fidence and strength are created by exercising the body.




The Brain, Not the Hands

A long time ago, I was asked to give a lecture at
a textile company in Aichi Prefecture. The president
of the company asked me then: "We have about thirty
workers in our company whose hands are slow. They
are doing their best, but somehow they slow down our
efficiency, and this is giving us trouble. In other
words, we have a deficit in proportion to their ineffi-
ciency. Would there be a nice method to solve this
through your talent education way of thinking?"

"You referred to slow hands, but isn't the problem
slow brains rather than slow hands? I chanced to see
four or five ping pong tables a while ago. How about
letting those people play ping pong? Let them quit—
work one hour early every day, and have some of the
better ones coach the rest.

"In ping pong, it is too late to get ready after the
ball comes flying to you. If the brain works, the hand
goes there spontaneously, but if you only try to move
your hands, there will be a time lag.

"[sn't everything including work procedure a matter
of the brain's work? Although you say their hands are
slow, I think it's that they lack motor nerves. Try
ping pong on them," 1 answered and parted.

Half a year later I received a letter from him say-
ing, "Since improving in ping pong, their work effici-
ency rose." Isn't this just as expected? When some-
thing becomes interesting through training, the brain's
activity also becomes sharper.

Take for example little Hitomi who has performed
for you just now: what an ability she demonstrates!
She makes no mistakes while playing such a difficult
piece. However, she herself doesn't think it difficult
at all. It is a result of accumulated training. By
firmly securing the initial preparation, the procedures
thereafter become smooth and speedy. Therefore, if
you want people to do something fast, let them repeat
correctly and slowly: when ability is created, they
gradually become faster. Instead of reluctantly work-
ing because there is no other choice, try testing your-
self to see if you can do a certain amount of work
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neatly in one hour. While you are repeating that, you
will gain unexpected speed. You will find yourself be-
coming inventive.

Those who have gathered here are in different kinds
of business. In your work, if, instead of being satisfied
with the day's sale, you find for your employees a way
to work willingly, their ability will be raised, and if
their ability is raised, the work will become easy, and
they will make fewer errors and continue to grow.

When 1 become aware of something new in my study
of the violin, I try it out while thinking of the condition
for success: "I get a good sound if I do it this way."
Then when [ discover that something works, from that
moment I do nothing but that. Well, I try it at least
10,000 times. What-happens when I repeat it 10,000
times? I reach the point where I may goof if, instead
of letting it happen spontaneously, I make a conscious
effort. At that point I am secure enough. In other
words, ability has been created.

So, when it has become easy for you to do your job,

t means that ability has been fostered, that you have
horoughly mastered the skill.

Some acquire the habit of finishing today's job within
the day and enjoy leisure afterwards, and of making
sure to finish tomorrow's job tomorrow. Such people
can walk relaxed on an unerring road with more than
sufficient ability, but how about those who say to them-
selves, "I'll just stop here and rest today; I'll continue
tomorrow," or keep making excuses: "I had a visitor
today, so I couldn't finish it"? Such people have never
tried to create the ability to finish a job.

In this sense, I am practising to complete my chores
myself. And as long as I do it, I do it with joy. My

daily work is a brother who helps me grow--isn't this
how we should feel?

Don't Force Children

When the parent has the child inherit his business,
there should be no element of forcing. What is most
important is to bring up the child as a human being



with a fine mind and ability who will be loved by
many people and will find joy in serving people. It
is not, I think, for the parent to decide what the child
will do in the future. It is enough for you to build
the foundation for your children's growth as fine human
beings. 1 have already said this, but as a practical
problem, I realize that many parents think differently.
Suppose a greengrocer tries to let his child succeed
to his business. Of course it is a fine business; how-
ever, the child will be happy only if he is provided
with the heart and dream to engage in the business
with joy. Suppose the child is simply forced to suc-
ceed the father, that would mean constricting him.
No matter what it is, I think that business lies in the
world of service. Ability means how much service
one can do.

The Greatest Joy

Lecturing to mothers, I always say that the great-
est joy for a human being is to do something that
pleases others. Joy for just oneself is limited, and it
quickly bumps against a wall. However, enjoyment of
others' joy is boundless.

With this attitude, I don't think that being a green-
grocer is a reluctantly attended chore. Since it would
be hard for the mother of each household to get up
early and go to buy vegetables at farmhouses, you
want to go for them early and buy the best possible
things and sell them cheaply. If you think this is what a
greengrocer does, things will proceed pleasantly both
on the seller's and buyers' sides.

Human life establishes itself on mutual service,
Who can serve the greatest number of people is a
determining factor for the development of a given
business.

After all, it depends on the person's spirit of ser-
vice, largeness of his love, and his effort. Making the
joy of living for others his own is the basis of it all.

As I asked Education Minister Aichi, I would like
school education to include more human education.
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For example, if children are taught and trained to be
kind to people for the nine years of compulsory educa-
tion, I suggested, Japan will become a much happier
land.

I think that we should seriously ponder this important
question of education once more.

Today's education, it seems to me, neglects import-
ant human education as it overemphasizes specialized
areas. If parents and teachers tackle this problem seri-
ously, children will have a happier future, and their
happiness, 1 am sure, will be shared by parents.

Talent Education, no. 4
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ON THE SEVENTEENTH OVERSEAS TOUR

Masaaki Honda
Standing Director

At Professor Jempelis', Rochester

Prologue

The first overseas tour occurred in March, 196
when Mr. and Mrs. Suzuki and Mr. Hirose took ten
children to the States. In the fall of the same year
the Olympics were held in Tokyo, transiorming the
appearance of some Tokyo streets. Although the
content is not the same as the Olympics, our talent
education movement also began to develop in strides
from the first overseas performances. I have already
written about the difficulties involved in that tour;
looking back now, I don't know how we ever managed
o do it. By the seventeenth tour this year, both the
tour group and the hosts have become rather used to
it; we no longer face so many difficulties.

Alaska

Our tour started in the north: first we visited
Juneau, then went to Sitka. Since our Tokyo depar-
ture time was ten o'clock September 27, we had
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stayed at an airport hotel overnight. It was good that
children coming from afar could thus recover from
their fatigue before the big trip, for we had a hard
itinerary ahead: we landed in Anchorage at 10:30 p.m.
that night arriving at the hotel at midnight. We rose
at six o'clock the following morning to go to Juneau.

Although we had previously given several perform-
ances in Fairbanks and Anchorage in Alaska, Juneau
and Sitka were new to us. We had some anticipation
about visiting unfamiliar places. We had expected the
weather to be fairly cold, but thanks to the warm cur-
rents, we were relieved to find it not at all cold.

The landscape was beautiful in both places with
mountains pressing the sea: it was so lovely that we
just stood and watched.

On the afternoon of our arrival in Juneau, we had
our first rehearsal in a lakeside church. The glacier
we saw through the window was shining blue with the
mystery of primeval times.

The first performance was given the following after-
noon, a matinee for children. The old piano in the
gym took us by surprise, but the performances went
well, and young children listened with shining eyes.
That night at eight o'clock the curtains were drawn
for the first overseas tour concert at the high school
auditorium.

The program for this tour group was fairly high
level. The first half started with Paradis' Sicilienne,
followed by Mozart/Kreisler's Rondo. The transition
from the calm melody to a piece of a quick tempo
was rather effective, and these two numbers already
seemed to captivate the audience. After that came
Michiko Kondo's Samartini sonata, Maki Yashiro's
Siciliano and Rigaudon, then Hiroki Sugano's Rondo

Capriccioso, etc. The last number was a unison per-
formance of the Mendelssohn concerto, third movement.
Since they beautifully performed what is difficult
enough for a solo performance, as they finished the
program the audience gave a standing ovation here and
elsewhere.

In Sitka there is the Japanese company, Alaska Pulp.
Executive director Nagumo and families in the company'’s
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housing took very good care of us.

The back of the stage of the hall had glass windows
through which we could see the ocean, and it gave the
illusion of a concert on a boat. However, during the
real performance, the curtains hid the sea.

Hiroko Ito burnt her hand with hot tea at the Sitka
reception, and she kept weeping quietly from the pain
and lonesomeness. However, due to the instant first
aid, the burn healed completely by the following day,
not at all interfering with her performance. This was
my first and last duty as tour doctor: during this
pleasant tour everyone stayed healthy without a hint
of illness.

Pontland, Oregon

The host here was Dougias public school with Mrs,
Dorothy Kroo as the central person. A graduate of
the Eastman Music School, she is teaching by talent
education in the public schools. Her method is close
to ideal as she requires parents to attend lessons at
school.

The children performed two nights in a big hall at
Madison High School, collecting the audience even
from places as far away as Idaho, but there was dif-
ficulty filling the hall two nights and Mrs. Kroo had
no cool time, or had kuro (difficulty)-filled time.

However, on the free day after the performances,
we rode the bus with our hosts along the Columbia,
enjoying the view of the Fall, said to be bigger than
our Kegon Fall of Nikko, the grotesque shapes of the
huge sturgeons, and the chance to become friends
with people during this pleasant outing.

On our departure to Denver, our friends shed tears
and we, too, felt choked in the breast.

Kansah

Transferring to a bus in Denver, we sped straight
to Kansas splitting the plain which stretched as fer



as the eye could
reach. When I
first saw the itin-
erary of this tour
which depended
rather heavily on
buses, I was worried
that it might prove
considerably fatigu-
ing. In fact, the
Greyhound charter
turned out to be

. absolutely pleasant,
Japanese Consulate, Kansas City and we enjoyed the
changing <cenery

all the way.

It is hard to gain a real sense of the spaciousness of
the States when travelling by air, but on a bus, the
plain lasted even after we rode and rode from morning
till night. We were dumbfounded by its utter spacious-
ness. Aloreover, it was not only pleasant but economi-
cal in terms of time and money to stop at a supermar-
ket on the way to buy bread, ham, sausages, juice, and
fruit and make sandwiches in the bus.

We gave a concert at a small town called Atwood,
population 5,000. We were impressed afresh by the
high standard of culture in such a rural area: so this
was the States.

In Kansas City our host families were mostly Japanese.
We were moved by their warm reception.

As I happened to find some free time here, 1 made
fifteen clean copies of Yukichi Fukuzawa's motto:
"The most joyous and worthy thing in the world is to
have a task to pursue throughout life." I gave a copy
to each member of the tour group and asked them to
memorize it. I was pleased to see that everyone did.

The performance in Kansas City was given at a hall
of the University of Missouri across the river. Having
recovered from the fatigue of the trip, the children

gave powerful and beautiful performances.
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Detrno4it

We had given a concert in Detroit two years earlier.
Dr. Z. Konikow, the leader, is a gracious and confidence-
inspiring person who takes initiative in handling things.
Many from Ann Arbor participated in the workshop
making it a crowded occasion. At Dr. Konikow's place
near the lake, the red leaves were particularly striking.

Rising before dawn the following day, I enjoyed fish-
ing with Dr. Konikow. Flocks of ducks and geese swam
on the still water while the sun rose behind the morn-
ing mist that hung over the lake. 1 watched this beau-
tiful scene till I lost myself. However, the catch was
nil this Sunday morning, the fish apparently also taking
a vacation. o

As Hiroki was polishing his instrument after the
concert in Detroit, the finger board suddenly broke in
two. This rare accident, the first of its kind in the
many tours, left us worried: it was already late at
night, and we were expected to leave for Pennsylvania
the following day.

However, finding that there was someone who

could fix it, we gave a sigh of relief when we called
Edinboro College in the morning.

Pennsylvania

We continued by bus from Detroit. The red leaves
that comforted our eyes were even more beautiful
after entering Pennsylvania.

On arriving at Edinboro College, we were met
by Professor Cox who was waiting for us with a student
who was to fix Hiroki's violin. He was quite skilled,
and changed the fingerboard by the following day. To
his great joy Hiroki was thus able to perform on his
own instrument at the concert that night.

The college was our host here and again at the State
University of Pennsylvania which was our next stop.
They had talent education classes, and American child-
ren performed together with us in the workshop.

One of the host families was that of a Penn State
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Droiessaf - W Tt Ao Lvad in Rochester.  After
moving (@ ms vy, ~e has complained about having
no acguainiances it this college town. On finding out
about the Suzuki orogram, he joined right away. He
immediately made many friends, and his life there, he
said, had become very pleasant. I was pleased to see
it as a side benefit of talent education.

Rochnestexr

We again enjoyed a pleasant bus trip from Penn
State to Rochester. I found it quite interesting as the
landscape immediately changed on leaving Pennsylvania
to New York. At Eastman we were met by Professor
Jempelis and many others. Among them were such
familiar faces as Ken Hayashi and Terri Goulard who
started out in talent education a long time ago when
four or five. A dozen Suzuki-trained students are at
the Eastman School of Music at present, Professor
Jempelis said, and she would like to have them perform
the Bach Double in the near future as a gift for Dr.
Suzuki. .

The Eastman Theater with 3,000 seats was built by
Eastman in his prime and donated to the University of
Rochester; it is beautiful and luxurious almost beyond
words. The house was eight-tenths full for the concert
with a crowd of over two thousand people whose applause
sounded louder than anticipated, and we were pleasantly
moved by this result. Ny

This concert was given on October 17, Mr. Suzuki's
birthday. After the performances, a great birthday
cake was brought onto the stage, and we all sang
"Happy Birthday," commemorating the birth of the
person who introduced this wonderful movement.

How great a single person's power can be; a single
person can achieve such wonder. You, too, please do
your best, I asked the audience from the stage.
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Toronto

Jan Nagai met us at Toronto, Canada. We boarded
a Seneca College bus and started out to see Niagara
Falls. Although I had thought it might be too tight,

I had asked to squeeze the sight-seeing into our sched-
ule in response to the tour members' desire. We had

only forty minutes, but everyone seemed to have fully
enjoyed the brave sight of the falls.

That night we were invited by the college to & ban-
quet at Eaton Estate. We had a full course dinner
with the Chancellor and other people. This delightful
mealtime filled with waves of laughter was also & good
opportunity for the children to learn table manners.

In this cosmopolitan city, many people from Asian
countries including China and India attended the full
house concert.

In the States the chiidren performed "America the
Beautiful" for an encore, but here we obtained the
printed music of the national anthem, "Oh, Canada,"
and gave a fine performance of it under the leadership
of Miss Nakajima. The audience sang along in tears
of emotion.

Newbu.gh, New Yoxrk

Many think of New York City when they hear the
name of the state, but the upstate towns, I think, are
among the most beautiful places in the States. On
arriving at Laguardia Airport, we got on the school
bus sent for us and saw thesights of the city. Many
members of the tour group visited New York for the
first time, and were carried away by:the distant views
of the Empire State Building, skyscrapers, and the
Statue of Liberty; however, the schoolbus driven by
the middle aged woman, Ruth, was rickety and the
crowd and the noise of the city exhausted us. Even-
tually we felt like quickly escaping from it all. It
was a relief when we arrived at the quiet town of
Newburgh in the late afternoon where the red leaves
were beautiful.
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The host here was a Catholic College, Mount St.

Mary, a very quiet and beautiful school located on the
upper Hudson.

At ten o'clock the following morning 1 talked about
the relationship between talent education and the Doman
method to the chancellor and members of the faculty.

During the intermission of the concert that night, a
middle aged man greeted me and asked if 1 knew Toshiya
Eto. As | answered that I knew him very well, he in-
troduced himself as his classmate at Curtis and a pro-
fessional violinist. After the concert he sought me out
again backstage and said: "Dr. Honda, 1 have been against
Suzuki before tonight's concert. However, listening to
the children's music, 1 have come to agree with him
completely." '

When I told this to Mrs. Price who had organized the
event, she was very pleased: "Yes, he is a famous anti-
Suzuki man. Although I had sent him a complimentary
ticket, I didn't expect him to come at all. It's wonder-
ful, I'm really pleased."

On the way back to the New York airport, we stopped
by at West Point, the Military Academy. [t was so
large that it looked like a castle. Here we parted with
Mr. Mochizuki of the Japanese Consulate, who had spent
a night with us, and left for Chicago.

Ch4icago

The church in Oakbrook outside Chicago is a big and
beautiful one where we had given a concert on a pre-
vious tour. We told the children about the happiness of
being able to perform at a place for worshipping God,

and instructed them to play humbly as though offering
music to Him.

Rapid C4ity

In South Dakota, we had given performances in Brook-
ings and Huron. This state has a spacious and scantily
populated land. The host here was a music association,
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and the concert was for its members, not open to the
public.

In the afternoon before the concert, we went 1o Mt.
Rushmore outside the city. On the high rocks were
sculpted the faces of Washington, Lincoln, Jefferson
and Roosevelt. We heard that each measured about
twenty meters between the chin and the top of the head.

Salt Lake CLty

Transferring at Denver, we arrived at Salt Laxe
City at noon. We had the chance to hear a chorus
at the Mormon Tabernacle: its choir was welcoming
the Queen of Thailand. Their truly beautifui harmony
moved us. _

We went to Provo city the day after the concert,
and were treated to sukiyaki prepared by Mrs. Primrose
and others. Everybody enjoyed the delicious fooc:
some ate so much that they couldn't breathe.

On the way back we went to visit the late Mr. Prim-
rose who was then seriously ill. As he came out 0
the living room, he looked sturdy, to our great relief,
with a fairly good color on his face.

He listened intently to the music the children
played for him--I can never forget this in my life.

Los Angeles

Since Mrs. Mills had moved from Pasadena to Clair-
mont, a workshop and a concert were held for the
first time there. When a concert was given in Los
Angeles for the first time sixteen years ago, there
were no American Suzuki players. Today I was moved
to see several hundred children get on stage.

On the morning of the concert day, Mrs. Mills took
us to Disneyland. Everybody was very happy.






