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EDITOR'S NOTE

Masayoshi Kataoka

The knack of home practice lies in "inventiveness." In
considering how to skillfully master the project given by the
teacher, and how to make the most of his instruction in home
practice, one needs to be inventive. I believe it is important
to be critical of oneself in trying to discover a better method
within daily practice sessions. Depending upon parental
ingenuity, the child can develop almost beyond recognition.
Writing on twin sisters in "Graduating Together from the
Piano School,” Dr. Suzuki says that "every child grows if
nurtured." Parents should use their brains to help their
children grow.

This fall the Ten Children will make the twenty-fourth
performing tour to the U.S. From the reports on the 1987
tour, we introduce Masaaki Honda's and Yuko Hirose's.

Last December when Marta Istomin (Mrs. Casals) was
invited to the Casals Hall, newly constructed in Tokyo
exclusively for chamber music, she listened to a performance
by talent education children. Akio Mizuno's "Welcome
Concert for Marta Istomin" reports on the event.

Dr. Suzuki has devised a new balanced bow for small
violins. It is an important discovery for guiding toward rich
tone. The "Lectures on Music" in this issue concern
instruction in bowhold and beautiful vibrato.

The last issue completed the translation of Dr. Suzuki's
Ability Is Not Inborn. This issue starts in installments his
collected essays Ability Development in Music in which he
details his ideas on music education.

As usual we conclude the issue with a "Mother's Note,"
this time contributed by Mrs. Nishina of the Nagano

Chapter.



GRADUATING TOGETHER
FROM THE PIANO SCHOOL

Middle School Twins
Suzuki Shin'ichi

When I was listening to the graduation tapes of students
of Hiroko Suzuki, a Piano Study Group lecturer, I
encountered accomplished, musical performances of
Beethoven's "Appas-sionata,” the graduation piece for the
third and final stage of the post-advanced level, by fourteen
year old middle school twins. This was early January.

I was very happy that, thanks to Hiroko Suzuki's good
instruction, both of them learned to play the big piece so
well. Their names are Tazu and Chizu Doi.

Hiroko Suzuki attached a note to the tapes:

My eyes almost tear when I think that Tazu and Chizu,
who were cute four year olds when they started, are
now middle school students playing Beethoven's
"Appas-sionata.” I have been with them for ten years.
The Dois have four girls. The older sisters, having also
finished the third stage of the post-advanced level of the
Piano School, entered a music college. The younger

two, I think, have developed without obstacles, with
ease and joy.

I certainly would not hesitate to call this a "Suzuki
family." While listening to the tapes, I felt heartily grateful
to the wonderful parents for fostering all four of their



children with the superior ability to complete the entire Piano
School curriculum as well as to Hiroko Suzuki for her great
instruction.

This example provides proof of the fact that "every chilg
grows; everything depends upon how the child is raised_"

I believe that it is the greatest happiness in these
children's lives that all four of them were raised with
outstanding ability through music by parents with profound
love and knowledge of the Suzuki method's principle:
"every child grows if nurtured."

I would like seriously to ask those who have children:
please realize the facts that "every child grows depending on
the parent” and that "every child grows depending on the
teacher."

Hiroyuki Takahashi started violin at age three while
attending a brain injured children's nursery school. Last
year, at age eighteen, he beautifully played Tchaikovsky's
violin concerto, one of the highest violin pieces in the world,
demonstrating superior sensibility and skills. Let me ask

you to believe in this fact.

Tazu

"The child's fate is in the parent's hands." It is not too

late to start today. Every child grows depending upon how
he is raised. Let me ask fathers and mothers to resolve to

foster your children as worthy human beings.
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A WORLDWIDE MOVEMENT
The Twenty-Third Overseas Tour

Masaaki Honda
Lions Club Hosts Us

The 1987 overseas tour started in Vernal, Utah. Itis a
small city with a population of 10,000, located 200
kilometers east of Salt Lake City.

Since 1 was not familiar with the word "vernal," I
consulted the dictionary and found that the word, literally "of
the spring," meant "mild and warm, young and refreshing."
Being in the highland, the winter climate of this area is
severe. I think that the first settlers named this place Vernal
with a yearning and hope for a balmy weather.

Our host was the Lions Club. This was the first time
that the club hosted us. It is good that a service group like
this acts as the center of the event because it helps the
outward spread of the movement.

On October 1, the first play-in took place in the junior
high school auditorium, which had good facilities and
accoustics. To my surprise, over one hundred Suzuki
children gathered, including some from Salt Lake City,
Colorado, and Wyoming.

The first concert of the tour was held that evening in the
high school auditorium. The main attraction in the program
on this tour was the first number, the Tchaikovsky violin
concerto played in unison by seven children. The audience
seemed struck by the beautiful performance of this piece,
regarded as among the most difficult of violin concertos.
When Schubert's "Ave Maria" concluded the program, the
entire audience stood in long ovation, and the curtain call
was repeated. The following concerts were likewise warmly
received all the way to Los Angeles, our final stop.



Innovative Music Education

At eight o'clock the following mornin :
Falls, a 400 kilometer bus trip. EWc traceg(i mzlggat;?é {gi‘\l/[::?'
up to Wyoming, which is 260,000 kilometers wide with
only 500,000 people. Wyoming is known to us because of
its go]omal history and wild nature. Fort Laramie is
particularly famous for the fierce fight between the whites
and the Indians. Qur bus wove through beautiful
mountains. When we finally came upon a flat field where
cows and horses grazed, there was a single house. I was
deeply moved by this landscape which resembled a scene in
"Shane," a movie I saw long ago.

The concert, seventy percent attended, was well
reviewed in the newspaper the following morning:

Suzuki Tour Young, Brilliant
Post-war Japan has set a world standard for such

products as cameras, automobiles and pianos. But
Japan's most extraordinary world export is a
revolutionary music education phenomenon that has
been producing artists (particularly of string
instruments) of extremely high technical levels at tender,
young ages over the past 50 years. Products of the
Suzuki method have for some years taken conspicuous
places in professional positions around the world.

Saturday night the 1987 Suzuki Talent Education
Tour of the United States and Canada gave one of the
most incredible musical performances I remember
hearing in the Civic Auditorium.

Playing to a fair-sized audience, this amazing group
of young artists, ranging from 8 to 16, played such
heavyweight virtuoso work as movements from violin
concertos by Tchaikovsky, Sibelius, and Paganini, with
other works (some for piano and cello) by Bach,
Veracini, de Falla, Kreisler and Chopin for relief.

The difficulty of these works, plus the quality of
these performances would have been a credit to any



mature performer. But the very young ages of these
artists made this even even more spectacular.
Traditionalists among string players are sure that there is
something phony about Suzuki musical training. Let
me tell you, any traditional approach that can boast
performances of this degree of accomplishment,
refinement, musicianship and artistry is free to cast the
first verbal stone. The technical difficulty of these

works lays to rest the old myth that Suzuki students
learn only by rote.

Practice Is the Way to Accomplishment

We visited Dallas for the second time, following our first
visit last year. With Mark Ruttle as new director, Dallas's
Suzuki was renewed. Mr. Ruttle, a famous young pianist,
has practical ability. With the cooperation of a pediatrician
Dr. Carolyn Ashworth and others, the number of members
has increased and the organization has become more secure.
It is now developing as the area's social movement. A result
1s that they succeeded in having the city's cooperation in
designating the day of our visit Suzuki Day.

This year the Methodist Church was used. At ten
o'clock on the morning of October 5, there was a mini
concert for 1,500 children. At seven in the evening, we
gave a full concert. The Dallas Morning News carried a
review the following day under the heading, "Japanese
children proved that practice is the way to
accomplishement." Mr. Ruttle's added comment said,
"Suzuki became more famous in the States than in Japan.

However, American children cannot perform as well as this
due to lack of discipline."

A Concert at a Church (Florida)
In Florida, two performances were given, one at

Clearwater on the Gulf of Mexico and another at Fort
Lauderdale. Clearwater does not betray its name: it is a



beautiful place with limpid water and, on the beach, snow
white sand. Professor and Mrs. Cook have been living here
following his retirement. Since we were invited to the
opening of the new Ruth Eckert Hall, we have been here
every other year.

The Cooks always appeared at one place or another in
the States to hear the children for the past several years.
Since the children performed in their home area this year,
they casually drove to the concert, but I felt concerned
because they did not look in the best of their health.

. e _l‘. L
Concert at Fort Lauderdale

We had already been invited several times to Fort
Lauderdale to be included in the concert series of the
Presbyterian Church, so we have become friends with the
minister as well as with Ms. Wilson who handles the
program. The beautiful chapel with high stained glass
windows easily holds 3,000 seats counting the third floor,
but it was nearly full with an audience of a sophisticated
sense of music as might be expected of a church concert
series.

This is a famous winter resort along with Miami, and is a
big city with a population of almost one million. There are
canals and bays all over the city, mooring countless yachts.
Mr. Brown, my host, who runs a yacht selling company,
told me that many people purchased luxurious yachts at high



cost despite the depression. I felt I saw the latent power of
the American economy.

Our Old Virginia

Leaving Florida in a downpour on the early morning of
the twentieth, at noon we arrived at Lynchburg in full sun.
We were met at the airport by the Mayor and the president of
the Chamber of Commerce, and welcomed by Suzuki
children's performance under the leadership of Rudy
Hazucha. Virginia not only has an old history as one can tell
from Foster's songs but is rich in beautiful landscapes.
Since we visited it ten years ago, this was our "old
Virginia." Greeted by many people after the concert, I
deeply felt the friendship that tied us through Suzuki.

Honorary Citizenship

We covered approximately 250 kilometers by bus from
Lynchburg to Hickory. When we got off the the highway at
Greensboro for lunch and wandered in the town, we spotted
from afar a sign that said "Kyoto" so we went in. Everyone
was delighted to have Japanese food after a long while. The
manager was puzzled as to why we were there in a town
which no sightseers visited.

We heard that business was booming in Hickory,
famous as a producer of home furnishings. On visiting a
factory of hand made furniture, I was surprised to learn that
all the 3000 dollar arm chairs we saw had been sold. What
with yachts in Florida and the sale of chairs here, I had to
recognize the strength of the American economy.

After the performance the Mayor of Hickory awarded us
the key to the city and honorary citizenship. This was proof
of the city's deep interest in the Suzuki program. I was

moved to see such enthusiasm toward education in this small
town.
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With the Toronto Symphony

This was our fourth visit to Toronto. On arriving at the
airport at Charlottesville, North Carolina, we tried to check
in and found that the departure of our flight was delayed by
half an hour. When we finally finished the procedure and
went to the gate, they told us that the flight was cancelled so
would you please switch to another flight on a different
airline. Since this new flight was due for departure in fifteen
minutes, we ran in great haste along the long concourse, and
to our relief barely made it. I was nervous all that while,
because if we missed the flight, it would have led to all kinds
of impediments.

Concert at Toronto

Toronto Talent Education is headquartered in Seneca
College and is led by Jane Nagai. Nearly twenty teachers
teach there in violin, cello, piano, and flute schools, forming
a flourishing movement. The concert here 1s always at the
Seneca College Hall. With the stage at the bottom of a bowl-
shaped hall, there is a unique mood. The audience must find
it good not to have to be aware of the heads of those seated
in front. The three thousand seats were all sold one hour
ahead of time, and a Suzuki group which drove from
Rochester, New York, was finally able to get in after

negotiation.
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On the following day, there was a Japanese Canadian
joint concert at Roy Thompson Hall with the accompaniment
of the Toronto Symphony. The Japanese tour children
lining up in the right half and Canadian Suzuki children in
the left half of the back part of the stage, they played several

pieces together. This was a beautiful scene of international
friendship.

Universities Lead Talent Education

We visited the University of Tennessee at Knoxville
once several years ago when Professor Starr was still there.
Professor Goursby who moved there this spring invited us
after a long time. This requires much courage.

Two performances were given, one mini concert for
children and one full concert. Betty Pickle of the Knoxville
News being a graduate of talent educution, a detailed report
on the Suzuki method was carried in the newspaper the
following morning.

Every member of the tour was honored to receive the title
of an honorary citizen.
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At a host family's house in Knoxville
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Memphis is located in the western edge of the same state,
on the opposite side of Knoxville. The center of talent
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education is in the State University at Memphis. Suzuki
instructors are on the university payroll as faculty. Such
academic leadership in talent education, a phenomenon
unseen in Japan, is something to be envied. I wish a
university somewhere in Japan would adopt talent education

in its curriculum.
Several not so successful visits to Memphis had

preceded this one. To our relief, the concert this time,
hosted by a church in Lindenwood, was well attended by an

audience which filled the hall.

At a High School Gym

Parsons is a small city with a population of about §,000.
Since there is no airport, we took a bus from Tulsa,
Oklahoma, crossing the state border during the three hour
ride.

We were invited to this home ground of Norma Jean
Seaton, former president of the Suzuki Association of the
Americas, thanks to her great effort. Kansas was not doing
well due to the poor sale of agricultural products, and the
abandoned houses along the federal highway, with boards
on the windows, appeared desolate.

I gladly accepted Mrs. Seaton's invitation to talk to high
school students. After the children played a few pieces at the
gym, I talked for half an hour on how talent is fostered by
the environment. I concluded: "Probably I will never come
here again. Even if I did, you will have changed, and so
will I. In Japan we talk about 'one moment, one encounter.’
This means that the same encounter is never repeated in
one's life. Therefore, it is important to live every day to our
best." When I was on the way out after my talk, a blond
boy approached me and said, "I was greatly inspired by your
talk. I will never forget it throughout my life." I was pleased
to know that at least one person in the audience understood

me.



Detroit for the Fifth Time

We gave a performance in Detroit for the fifth time,
although the sponsors differed each time.

This year we were invited by the Detroit Conservatory,
where, with Laura Larson who studied in Matsumoto on the
faculty, proper instruction by talent education is given.

In the States, as I have already mentioned, universities
and conservatories take the leadership in adopting talent
education. Conservatories, however, do not necessarily
seem easy to run. President Nelson of the Detroit
Conservatory, apparently with a good administrative talent,
holds an annual auction of international wines, the sale of
which serves to raise the school fundss. Aside from
whether this is good or bad, I was impressed by the
interesting idea.

The concert was given in a completely refurbished
orchestra hall with fine accoustics as might be expected. The
almost full house audience was deeply impressed.

The Mayor's Welcome Message (Cleveland)

The sponsor of our visit to Cleveland, which we had
previously visited twice, was the Cleveland Institute of






